(Ireland.) 



in 

I 

Correfpondence between the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Lord Chief Juftice, the 
Sheriffs of Dublin, and others ; — refpeding the State of 
the GAOLS in Ireland : 

VIZ. 

No. I. — Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable Vr^llliam Wellelley -Pole, Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Right honourable Lord Chief Jufticc Downes; dated 
Dublin Caftle, i8th November i8og. 

No. 2.— Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Sheriffs of the City of Dublin ; dated Dublin Caftle, zift 
November 1809. 

No. 3- — Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to Henry Ormlby, Efq. Marlhal of the Four Courts Marflialfea; 
dated Dublin Caftle, 2zd November 1809. 

[One Enclofure, referred to in No. 3.] 

No. 4.— Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable W. Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Commiflioners of the Board of Works ; dated Dublin Caftle, 

27th November 1809. 

No. 5. —Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Sheriffs of the City of Dublin . ; dated Dublin Caftle, 28th 
November 1809. 

No. 6.— Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to tli© 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Governors of the Houfe of Induftry ; dated Dublin 
Caftle, 28th November 1809. 

No. 7.— Copy of a Report of the Police Magiftrates of Dublin, addreiTed to the Right honourable W. 

Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the State of the Gaol* 
and Bridewells within the Dlftrift of the Metropolis, 1809. 

No. 8. — Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Stanley, High Sheriff of the City of Dublin, to the Right 
honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; 
dated Dublin, 30th November 1809. 

No. 9. — Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to (he 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Sheriffs of the City of Dublin; dated Dublin Caftle, 
December 5th 1809. 

No. 10.— Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable Lord 'Chief Juftice Downes to the Right ho- 
nourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; dated 
Dublin, 14th December 1809. 

No. 1 1.— Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secretary ro the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to T. and W. Kemmis, Efqrs. Crown Solicitors ; dated Dublin 
Caftle, 20th December 1809. 

No. 12. — Copy of a Circular Letter from the Right honourable William Wellelley Pole, Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Right honourable Lord Chief Juftice Downes, 
and the other Judges of Ireland ; dated Dublin Caftle, 6th February 1810. 



Oriitred, % The Houle of Commons, to be prhifed, iglh February 1810. 




— No. 1.— 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon‘’‘* W. W. Pole to the Lord Chief 
Juftice. 

My Lord, _ Dublin Caftle, i8th November 1809. ^ 

I HAVE the honour to tranfmit to your Lordlhip, by order of his Grace the See printed- 
Lord Lieutenant, a copy of the Report of the Commiflioners appointed to en- Report fhy 
quire into and infpeft the condition and government of the State Prifons and other Par- 

Gaols in Ireland, bearing date at Dublin, March 4th 1809 j and alfo a copy of the 
5 ^* Report 
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No. 2. 



See No. 3. 



No, 1. 
See Report 
(printed by 
order of Par- 
liament) 

No. 2. 



. CORKESPONDENCE refpecling the State of the 

Report of the Police Magiftrates of this year (iSoj) on the fame fubjea : And 
I have it in command from his Grace, to call to your LordQtip’s immediate notice 
fuch parts of thefe Reports as relate to the prefent Hate of the Frifons in the Coimtv 
and City of Dublin. • ^ 

In confidering this fubjeft, the Lord Lieutenant is particularly anxious that the 
attention of your Loidfhip and the Court of King’s Bench Qiould be direfted to 
the following points : 

Firft, The Rents paid by Prifoners, particularly in Newgate, as to which it feems 
proper to add, that it is Hated, that “ The Keeper lets to one perfon at the rate pre- 
“ feribed ^ by Law, and that perfon under-lets to any number he can procure at his 
“ own prices.” 

Secondly, As to the circumftance of the two upper ranges of cells in Newgate 
being unoccupied, and the confequent want of accommodation for the Prifoners. 

Thirdly, As to the ftate of the Chapel in Newgate. 

Fourthly, As ro the want of beclfteads, bedding, blankets, &c.j indeed, this obfer- 
vation extends to all the Prifons mentioned. 

Fifthly, As to the want of Hofpitals. 

Sixthly, The ftate of the forcing pumps, pipes, &c. in Kilmainham. 

Seventhly, The condition of the S'jeriffs Prifon as to repairs, filth, &c. 

It appears that the Term Grand Jury under the direftion of the Court of King’s 
Bench, polTefles power fufBcient to raife funds for corredting many of thefe 
grievances, particularly under the Ad 33 Geo. HI. ch. 56. fec.'-35. 

It is the Lord Lieutexiant’s pleafure, that the inftances of mifeondud ftated in the 
Report may he confidered by your Lordihips and the Court of King’s Bench, and 
enquired into, reprimanded orpuniftied, in fuch way as the Court may think proper, 
particularly the great negled of duty of the Surgeon, and the general want of proper 
medical aid in the City Priibns, the fads ftated in the evidence of Mr. De Joncourt, 
Infpedorof Prifons in the City of Dublin, as they bear upon the condudofthat 
officer and others, and the condud of the keepers of the Sheriffs Prifon j and I am 
alfo to call the attention of your Lordftiips and the Court, to the fad of the gaoler of 
Newgate being bound to pay a portion of his falary to the widow of his predeceffor. 

It is the earneft wHh of the Lord Lieutenant to have the whole of the Prifon 
fyftem amended as fpeedily as poffiblej for that purpofe all the powers and refources 
already given by Law Hiould be exerted, and where thole powers fliall be found de- 
ficient, it is his Grace’s determination to refort to Parliament. His Grace therefore 
defires that your Lordftiip and the Court of King’s Bench will forthwith take fuch 
meafures as your witdom fliall fuggeft for proceeding with thefe arrangements, as 
far as the powers of the court, and of the Grand Jury refpedively fliall be found to 
extend. 

And I am farther to requeft, tl^at as foon as the term ffiall be at an end, your 
Lorcllhip will communicate to me, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, 
what fteps fhall have been taken for the above purpoles. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Right honourable (Signed) ff'\ IV. Pole, 

The Lord Chief jufticc, 
he. he. he. 



— No. 2. — 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon’*'' W. Wellelley Pole to the Sheriffs 
of the City of Dublin. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Caftle, 21ft November 1809. 

Hib Grace the Lord Lieutenant, having taken into confideration the Report ot the 
Commiffioners appointed to examine the ftate of the Gaols, and alfo the Report of 
the Police Magiftrates on that fubjeeft, is defirous that the grievances therein refpec- 
tively ftated fhall be redreffed as fpeedily and effectually as poffible ; for that pur- 
pofe, all perfons concerned have been or will be diredted to ufe fuch means as may 
be in their power, according to their refpedtive departments : To you, I am com- 
manded to fay, that his Grace requires your immediate attention to, and adtive 
interference and exertion for, the attainment of the following objedts, in all perfons 
under your controul. 

Firft, 
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Firft, The feparation and claflification of prifoners, as far as the conftitution of 
the refpeclive perfons fliall by poffibility admit, particularly on the female fide of 
each Prifon, in order to promote which work, his Grace has ordered that mcalures 
be immediately taken for removing a confiderable number of the female convicts 
to a Penitentiary. 

Secondly, That a room fliall be fet apart in Newgate for the purpofe of private 
communication between any prifoner and the Chaplain, or fuch other Clergyman 
as fuch prifoner may choofe. 

Thirdly, That all regulations conducive to cleanlinefs lhall be ftridlly executed, and 
even enforced, fo far as there fhall be funds fufficient for the purpofe, and that where 
any deficiency in that refpedt lhall occur, you do forthwith report the fame to me 
for his Grace’s information. 

Fourthly, That proper raeafures be taken for the fecurity of the Prifons without 
the placing of fentinels within the fame, fo as that the placing of fuch fentinels be 
difeontinued as fpeedily as pollible. 

Fifthly, That a room, fuch as Dodtor Mills fliall appoint, fliall be appropriated 
for the purpofes of an Hofpital in the Sheriffs Prifon ; and that the room in Newgate 
originally intended for an Hofpital, be immediately cleared out and applied to that 
purpofe under the diredtions of Dodtor Mills. 

Sixth, That the 13 Regulations contained in the Adt 26th Geo. III. chap. 27.. 
be immediately printed in large letters, and pafted on flroiig boards, and pofled up 
in home confpicuous* places of every Prifon. 

Seventh, That no perfon fliall in any cafe be permitted to rent from the gaoler or 
keeper of any Prifon more than fuch apartment, or fuch lhare of an apai tment as 
he or Ihe fliall adlually and perfonally occupy, or on any account, or under any pre- 
tence to underlet any apartment, or part of an apartment or accommodation to any 
other prifoner. 

Eighth, That in cleaning any Prifon or part of a Prifon, no part of the dirt re- 
moved fliall under any pretence, or for any time, however fliort, be depofited within 
the walls of fuch Prifon. 

Ninth, That no tap fliall on any account be permitted in any Prifon. 

Tenth, That a room in the SherifF s Prifon be immediately applied to the pur- 
pofes of a Common Hall, and fupplied with the neceflaries required by law for that 
purpofe. 

Eleventh, That every keeper of any Prifon be difcharged of any fum which he 
may have agreed to pay for fuch office, and that no money or benefit whatfoever 
be in future demanded or received for the appointment of any keeper of any 
Prifon. 

Twelfth, That all Prifons be immediately whitewaflied completely at the infide 
as by law diredted, except fuch parts thereof as may have been already whitewaflied 
within three calendar months lad pad. 

Thirteenth, That no garnifli-money fliall in future be demanded from any prifoner 
under any circumdances whatever. 

Fourteenth, That as far as the quantity of room in each Prifon fliall permit, every 
poffible facility for working at any trade be afforded to any Prifoner defirous of 
doing fo. / 

Fifteenth, That the law be ftridly enforced with refpecd to the introduidion of 
Ipirits, or any mixture in which fpirits may be contained, or wine, porter or beer, into 
any Prifon. 

Sixteenth, No unlawful game is on any account to be permitted within any Prifon. 

I am further commanded by liis Grace to defire, that you do in one week after See No. 6. 
the receipt of this letter, report to me for the information of his Grace, whether the 
above direftions have been followed, or any and what meafures taken for that pur- 
pofe, and whether any and what obdacle or difficulty occur in the execution thereof 
refpeilively, and what may appear to you an adequate remedy for any fuch obdacle 
or difficulty. And that you do make a report of the above nature weekly, on fuch 
of the fiiid direftions as may remain not carried into execution, and fo on until the 
whole fliall be completely and fatisfadtorily effedfed. 

I have &c. 

Sheriffs of the city of Dublin. W . W . Pok. 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE reipeding the State of the 

—No. 3.— 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon”'' W. Wellelley Pole, to Henry Ormtby, 
Efquire, Marfhal of the Four Courts Marflialfea. — (One Enclofure.) 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, sad November 1809. 

The Lord Lieutenant having taken into confideration the Report of the Com- 
, miffioners appointed to examine the condition and government of the feveral 
Prifons in Ireland j 

His Grace has commanded me to acquaint you, that he has read wdth deep regret 
the reprefen tation contained in that Report of the Prifon under your care, and of 
the miferable Rate of the perfons confined therein ; and that although many of the 
evils which they fuffer appear to liave arifen from caufes which it has not been in 
your power to remedy, yet others, and to no fmall amount, are to be imputed to 
the total neglcd of many of thofe rules which Ihortly before the time of your 
appointment were prefcribed by the Marquis of Buckingham, tlien Lord Lieu- 
tenant, for the regulation of the Prifon, and the government of the Marfhal. 

^ By command of his Grace I now enclofe to you a copy of thofe Rules, with 
'^fuch alterations and obfervations as his Grace has thought pioj->er to have added 
thereto, and I am to require your moft ferious and immediate attention to them. 

His Grace farther requires that thofe rules and obierv-itions be immediately 
printed in large letters, and pafted up in fuch confpicuous parts of the Marfliallea, 
not lefs than four in number, as the Infpedor of Prifons fliall diredl. 

His Grace farther requires that ’you do in one fortnight from the date hereof, 
report to me for the information of his Grace, whether the above orders lhall have 
been obeyed, or whether any and what fteps fliall have been taken for that purpofej 
and if any, obftacle or difficulty fliall prevent the execution of any of them, that 
you do report the lame, together with your opinion as to the bcft means of 
removing or overcoming the lame. 

I have, &c. 

Henry Ormiby, Efq. (Signed) fF. W. Foie. 

Marfhal of the Four Courts. 



Copy of the RULES and REGLLATiONS for the better ordering of the 
Four Courts Marflialfea. 

ift; The price of every room by the week is to be painted on each door, with the 
nature ofrhe accommodation, and number of perfons intended to be lodged therein. 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant requires that this be immediately and ftriftly 
obeyed. 

2d. No perfon whatfoever is to potTefs more than one room or apartment, when 
from the great number of prilbners, it may become neceflary to have more than four 
perfons in a four-bed room, or more than fix in a hail ; and when it fo happens, 
from the crowded Rate of the Prifon, that fix perfons occupy a four bed room, or 
eiglu or more perfons fliall be obliged to lie in a hall, then the Marfhal fliall put 
two perfons of fuch diflinRion and clafs as they amongft themfelvcs chooie, into 
each of the larger rooms, and one perfon into rhe fmalier or inner rooms, each to 
pay a proportion of the price fpecified on the door weekly, or at fuch Rated times as 
may be agreed on between the Mailhal and prifimer. 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant is plealed to difpenfe with this order for the 
prefent, as inapplicable to the Pnfon in its prelent Rate. 

3d. The Marflial is to have every room, hall, hofpital, or other apartments, white- 
walhed at lead twice a year with quick lime, viz. in rhe months of May and Oc- 
tober, and the chimneys fwept in the months of ORober and February. 

'’Ibis order may, and fliould have been at all times obeyed. His Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant now requires, that every part of the'infide of the Prifon 
be immediately whitewaflied, and every chimney fvvepr, excepting where 
the fame refpeRivcly has been done within three calendar months l.d'tpaR. 

4th. The Marflial is to take care that the ball and other apartments are kept 
clean according to the direRions of the lafpeRor GenenR of Prifons. 

5th. 
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5th. The MarOial fliall provide a nurfe-tender for the fick in the hofpltal (to be 
approved by the Infpedor General) for whom theMarllial Ihail be allowed at a rate 
not exceeding twenty pounds a ycar. Her duty thall be, with the affiftance of the 
common feryant, to keep the tame clean, and in every other refpeft to attend the 
fick, and provide them with whatever may be ordered, in like manner as nurfe-tenders 
att in otlier hofpitals. 

His Grace lequircs that the whole fum of £. 20. yearly above-mentioned be 
actually paid to the nurfe-tender for the time being. 



6tb. ihe Marfiial is to keep two lamps with double burners Ii<yhtcd from the 
ulual hours for lighting lamps, to the time of locking the doors of the Marflialfea, 
ViZ. one in the centre of the great court, and the other on the right of the hofoital 
•leading to the privy. 

His Grace requires that this be immediately and ftridly obeyed. 



7th. I'he Marflial isdo keep the houfe in proper repair, but any damage done by 
any prifoner to his or her apartment, fuch as breaking windows, burning or other- 
wile damaging tiic floors, grates or furniture, &c. other than what may be confidcrcd 
reafonablc wear and tear, every fuch damage Qiall be made good by the perfon com- 
mitting the fame. 

_ 8th. Whenever any perfon flaall be indebted for more than one month’s rent of 
his apartment, the Marfhal may then remove fuch perfon to a common hall. 

_ 9th. The two upper rooms of the chapel building are to be converted into hof- 
pita! moms ; that on the left of the flairs head for the abfolutely fick ; the room on 
the right for convalefeents, or fuch as are not labouring under infeiflious difeafes. 

loth. The room op])ofile the prefent Romifh chapd is to form the apartment for 
women. 



nth. Ihe chapel is to beufed as an hofoital for females when neceiTary, and at 
other times, bufinefs between debtors and creditors, the holding of inquefts, and 
other fimilar bufinefs, is to be tranfaded there. 

His Grace clifapproves of this rule, and has commanded that the fame be 
refeinded and annulled, and that the chapel be uled for purpofes of 
worfhip only. 

12th. Two halls are to be opened on the right of the lower yard for the purpofe 
of induftrious perfons exercifing their trades, for which privilege each perfon is to 
pay one penny per day, to be pundually difeharged every week. No perfon to be 
permitted to lie in fuch hall or halls. 

His Grace is pleafed to difpenfe with this order for the prefent, as inapplicable 
to the prefent ftate of the Frifon, but his Grace is defirous that every 
poflible facility for working- at tnides fhall be afforded to perfons defirous 
of doing' fo. 

13 th. The Marflialfea to be locked up every night at ten o’chick, and every 
perfon to be in their own proper apartment at twelve o’clock at night. 

14th. The ufe of fpirituous liquors in the Prifon is hereby poficively forbidden.j 
one tap only may be opened in the Prifon for the file merely of malt liquor or 
cyder, but fplrits Ihail by no means be fold or brought into the Prifon, either by the 
tap-rnafler or any other perfon, or by their order ; and if any perfon lodging in any 
private or lour-bed room fiiall offend againft tliis rule, the perfon or pcrflins fo 
offending, and all the perfons inhabiting fuch room fliall be removed into a common 
hall, and their apartment of apartments may be difpofed of at the diferetion of the 
Marflial to other perfons, without prejudice however to the pow'ers granted by the 
Adt of the 26th of His prefent Majefty to the Infpeftor General or Phyfician, refpeefl- 
ing the introduction of lic^uors for private ufe. 

It is his Grace’s pleafure that this order be particularly and moft flrlctly 
enforced. 

15th. The apartment, now the watch-houfe (which maybe continued' for that 
purpofe) is to be ui'ed as avvalh-houfe, in which, and in no other place, linen and 
al'l other cloaths Ihali be wafhed. 

• i6th. No games, at hazard, or any other games contrary to law, are to be permitted 
within the Marfhalfea under any pretence. 

17th. All men or women not prifoners, and children, are to be pofitively ex- 
cluded and removed from the Marfhalfea at the hour of ten o’clock at night, except 

58. B iiurfe- 
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.nuiTe-teiKlers, approved of by the -Infpedor General, or in his abfence 'by -the 
• chaplain. 

It. is his- Grace’s pleafure-that this order be uniformly and'ftriftly enforced. 

iSth. 'Nevertbelefs, if tliere. Ihalbbe at any time^fufficient accommodation for the 
wives or children of the prifoners, or forae of them, confi'(lently with the health and 
proper convenience of the other prifoners, fiich men, women. and children, maybe 
admitted under the fpecial approbation in writing of the Infpedtor General and the 
'Chaplain of the Frilon,-for whiclvno fee orreward flTall'bc'taken. 

1.9th. Xlte public. chapel is to be .confidered, not only as a place of worlhip for 
perfons of the eftablKhed religion, -but likewlfe for thole of the Romiih perfualion. 
'I he ellablilhed Clergyman is to appoint the time for his performance of Divine 
Service, wiiich he is to fignify to the Marflial, and which appointment is to be 
acceded to by thofeofthe other perfuafion, that nodnconvenience may arife. 

.His Grace further requires and commands, that both the needfaries, fewers, 
and all other -parts or appendages of theTrifon, be immediately put into 
-and uniformly kept in a Rate of cleaiilinefs and decency. 

2;otb. The necelTaFy meafures are to be.immediately taken for carrying thefe Regu- 
lations into execution. 

His Grace likewife defires.that no dogs be admitted within the walls of the 
Marfhalfea under any .pretence whatfoever. 



— rfo. 4. — 

Copy of a ’Letter from -the ;Right Hon’’*' W. Wellefley 'Pole, to-theCommiffioners 
■ of the -Board of Works. 

Gentlemen, .Dublin Cadle, 27th November 1809. 

The CommilTioners appointed to enquire into and infped the condition and 
government of the State Prifons and other Gaols in Ireland, having-in their Report 
Rated that Mr. Johnfton, architect and infpeflor of civil buildings, had luggefted 
to them an addition to be made to the Four Courts Martlialfea according to a plan 
annexed -to the faid Report, the adoption of which would materially contribute to 
alleviate the condition of the Debtors confined in that Prifon; 

I am commanded by the J_,ord Lieutenant to defire you will dire6l the architedt 
•of the Board of Works to caufe the addition, fo fuggefted by him, to be made to the 
Four Courts Marlhalfea with the utmolh expedition, accordrng to the plan prepared 
by him, the Account of the E-xpences thereof .to be kept feparate, and the amount 
will be paid on your reporting the fame. 

I have, &c. 

tCommillioners of the .(Signed) W, W. Pole. 

Board of Works, 



-No. 5,- 

^Copy of a Letter from -the Right Hon'”' W. Wellcfley Pole, to the Sheriffs of 
the City of Dublin. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Caftle, .28th November i-Sop., 

,I AM commanded .by the Lord Lieutenant to fignify his Gracc’’s defire that you 
•will caufe the female convidts under fentcnce of tranfportation in Newgate, to be 
•tranfmitted to the Penitentiary Houfe in Smithfield, and there delivered to the 
keeper or keepers of the faid Houfe at fuch times, and in fuch numbers as the 
governors of the houfe ..of induftry fl^all defire, on communication on the fubjedt 
with the Reverend Mr. Archer the Infpedtor General of Prifons,, with whom they 
will arrange which convidts are moft proper to be hrlt removed, and the order in 
which the remainder fhail be transferred. 

I have, &c. 

.Sheriffs of the City of Dublin, i,(Signed) W. W. Pok. 

&c. &c. 5 cc. 
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— No.-6.— 

Copy of a Letter From the Right Hon"' W. Wellefley Pole, to ^the Govcmora 
■of the 'Houfe of Induftry. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Caftle, .28th Novcniber 1809, 

1 AM commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that direftions have 
Leen given -to :the Sheriffs of this City to caufe the female convifts under fentence 
of tranfportation in Newgate to be tranfmitted to the Penitentiary Houfe in 
■Smithheld, and there delivered to the keeper or keepers of the faid houfe at fuch 
times, and in fuch numbers as you fliall defire, on -comm-unication on the fubjedh 
with the Reverend Mr. Archer the Infpeaor General of Prifons, and that vou wid 
-arrange with him -which convifts are moft properto be firft removed, and the order 
m -which the remainder fliall be transferred ; they to befolely under your direftion. 

And d am-commanded by his Grace to defire you will take-die iieceliary meafurcs 
accordingly. ^ 



^Governors oF the Houfe -of Induftry., 
&c. &c. &c. 



-I have, 
(Signed) 



W. W. :Pak. 



— N’o. 7.- 



Copy of the Report of the Police Magiftrates-on the Rate -of the Gaols 
Bridewells within the Hiftrict of the Metropolis. 



and 



To the Right Honourable William Wellefley Pole, &c. &c. Src. 

We the -underfigned Magiftrates of the Police -Diftrift of Dublin Metropolis 
havrng in purluance of the ninety-third -feftion of an Aft pa.ffed in the forty-eighth 

Third, entitled “ An Aft for the more 
•effeftual aduiiniftration of the office of a Juftice of the -Peace, and for the more 
ei&ftual prevention of -Felonies within the Diftrift of Dublin Metropolis,” in- 
Ipefted the feveral Gaols and Prifons within the diftrift -of the Metropolis of 
Dublin, do humbly beg leave -to Fubmit the following Report and Obfervations. 

In the Gaol of Newgate we found 124 male and 96 female prifoners, of wliom 
•■64 of the males and 6 ^ of tire females were under fentence of tranf|)ortation s they 
liad,no.complaints to make. This-Prifon is tolerably cleanly, csnfiderino- the damp- 
nefs and-darknefs of -the cells, and feems to be *cure, the only merit Se believe it 
poflelTcs; the fituation :is -neither dry, airy, nor elevated 1 there are fo few yards that 
:a due claflification of prifoners cannot take place, fo that vice is -propagated -by the 
'■very means taken to -fupprefs it. 

We next infpefted the City Marlhalfea, where we found 26 men and 4 women 
■confined for -debt ; they had no complaints fave the want of blankets. This Prifon 
appears to -be in a much better ftate than when tail infpefted by the Police Ma- 
giftrates j there was however a foul fmell in the paflages from want of cleanlincfs, 
■and feveral panes of glafs were broken in the prifoners -rooms, both 'which fources of 
•complaint the keeper undertook to have forthwith -reftified. 

We next proceeded to the Sheriffs Prifon ; we found this -Prifon -in a ftate of dirt 
and filth, loathfome to an extreme degree ; notwitftanding an abundance of air, (for 
the windows ol the lower paflages have been all taken out) we were attrafted by an 
-offenfive fmell which appeared to come from the lower part of the -buildino-, where 
the poorer clafsof debtors are confined. Having caufed a particular door -fronfwhence 
the fmell feemed to ifllie to be forced open, we found within an immenfe dirt-hole, 
under the very body and centre of the Prifon, in which was-contained the entire dirt 
of the Prifon for upwards of fix months. The walls in feveral of the apartments zocre 
■covered with vermini, particularly bugs, they had not been 'whitcwal'hed within the 
memory of any perfon then in cuftodyj there was one perlbn in a fever, but there 
was no infirmary to which he could be removed and feparated from the reft of the 
.prifoners. There feems to be fometliing radically wrong in the manner of letting 
■the apartments ; the keeper lets to one .perfon at the rate preferibed by Law, and 
■that perfon underlets to.any number lie -can .procure at bis own prices ; whether the 

immediate 
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immediate tenant to the keeper has any .private underflanding with him or not is 
: more than we can fay, but great oppreBlion may be pradited by this means upon the 
debtors, and. great danger may arife both to them and the Roblic from-tiie dif- 
tempers likely to be produced, by crowding dl-veral perfons into one fmall room. 
The fewers were out of order, particularly the one leading from the necefiary. The 
iron hand-rail of the ilonc ftaircale was broken and partly lemoved, and the paffage 
rendered thereby extremely dangerous at night; the prifoiiers complained, loudly of 
the want of coals in the common liall, and light in the patfages at the bottom of the 
Prifon where the poorer deferiptiun of prifoners are confined. The keeper, when 

• fpoken to about tlie clirt of ilie Prifon, replied, that he could not afford to keep it 
more cleanly, for that befides the fees which lie paid the regillers of tlie different 
Judges upon bringing up prifoners : he alfo paid the SherilTs lOO per annum, 
a circumliance which if true, is highly incorrehl and illegal, and towliichthe Law 
attaches a penairy of 500. See leih of Geo. ift and 3d of Geo. III. In fliort, 
the v/hole ccconomy and fuperintendance of this Prifon appeared to be highly 
defeftive and culpable. Tiiere were 82 perfons confined for debts exceeding 
£. ID. .each. 

We next proceeded to the Four Courts Marfhalfea; there was no complaint made 
by any of the prifoners, on rhe contrary they all bore tcilimony to the humane con- 
du(fl of the uVIarlhal ; the beneficial effeds of the laft infpeffion of the Police Ma- 
gillrates .was very vifible here, for the Prilbn wasas clean as could be expected, con- 
fkicring the nature of the building. The only repair which it ftands in immediate 
. need of is, tfie dating of the Infirmary, the repairing of which w'e underftand paiticu- 
larlybelongs to Government. 

Of the Bridewell in James’s-ftreet, which we next infpeffed, we have only to fay, 
that it was as dean as an old and ruinous building could be expeded to be; there 
were 27 men, of whom 24 were French naval prifoners of w'ar, and 62 w'omen, of 
whom 46 were under fentence of three years imprifonment from the Recorder’s 
Court, and the reft proftitutes from the different Police Offices. 

We next proceeded to Kilmainham Gaol, wt.ere we found 19 men for trial, 
2 under rule of bail, 8 men and one woman under lenience of tranfportation, and 
17 men and one woman confined for debt ; none of the prifoners had any complaint 
to make, and every attention feemed to be paid by the Gaoler as well to the cleanli.- 
nefs of the Prifon as to the reafonable comfort of every clafs of prifoners. The 
Gaoler requefted we would again report the improvements mentioned by the laft 
infpedling Police Magiftrates, in order to render the Gaol more fecure, and as we 
concur in the fuggeftion, we beg leave to refer to faid Report. 

We next vifited tlie Houfe of Induftry which appeared to us to be truly an 

• Houfe of Induftry for thofe that are able and willing to work., and an houfe of 
refuge for thofe who cannot, either from old age, ficknefs or mental derangement. 
It appears to be regulated upon principles of humanity and ccconomy, with a due 
attention to clcanllnefs. 

We next [>roceeded to the Penitentiary in Smitbfield, for boys under the age of 
15 years; there were 72 boys in it who had been lent from the different P -lice 
Offices for petty offences ; induftry, chearfulnefs and cleanlinefs appeared to reign 
throughout, it is a grateful light to behold the little criminal fnatched at the firft 
dawn of his reafon from the precipice of vice and profligacy, to receive a moral and 
rclit^ious education and induftrious habits. ’’J'his inftitution (much to their honour 
and credit) emanated from and is now under the fuperintendance of the Governors 
of the Houle of Induftry. 

We next proceeded to the female Penitentiary in Smithfield, adjoining the laft, 
and feparated from it only by an high wall; the contraft was raelancholyl 52 
women, vagrants and proftitutes fent from the different Police Offices, living in 
jqualid filth and liftlefs idlenefs, ahnoft all able and many of them willing to work, 
but without the means of employment. The rooms of the Prifon are Ipacious and 
good, there are however but fix of them befides the keeper’s apartments, and there 
is no thorough air; the only part of it tliat appears to be well regulated is the In- 
firmary ; there is a fewer wanting from the pump to keep the yard dry, and the yard 
wants paving; the dirt holealfe (which is under one of the windows of the common 
J\a!l) Iliouid be removed from its prefent fituation, and the window which has been 
flopped up, again opened : the prifoners complained of- the want of blankets, and a 

♦able and forms' are wanting for the common hall. 

It is much to be lamented tliat the prevention of crime?, which is the leading 

.objeiff 
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•objctft: of every fyftcm of police. Teems to have been almoft entirely overlooked in 

• the conftrudion and regulation of thePrifuris aiid Bridewells of the City of Dublin, 
•and although it is univerfally admitted that the moral contamination of a Gaol, 

a-riling from the improper mi-ktuTe of prifoners and the' want' of'entploynient, is the 
mofi; prolific fource of vice and profligacy, yet in Ihe-Gaol of Newgate, as well as 

• in the Bridewells, the young and the old offender, perfons charged with mifdemeaii- 

• ours, nay petty breaches -of the pea'ce, as well as thole charged with capital felony, 
the convift as well as the culprit, are all crowded together into the fame common 
yard, do that a youth who may be altogether innocent, or who for the 'firft time Iiav 
l)een guilty of a breach of the Laws of his Country, fiiould he eitlicr by the in- 
genuity of his coun'fel, the humanity of his profecutor, or other means be acquitted, 
or fentenced to a few months imprifonment, in either cafe he is fet at liberty in-' 
flrudled by his new aflbeiates in the beft mode of taking vengeance upon that Ibciety 
which has expofed him to fuch contamination. We do therefore humbly fubmit that 
the firft favourable opportuniry Ihould be embraced, of ereding altogether a new 
Gaol, the expence of which we cannot conceive to be at all comparable to the mil~ 

•chief done to focietybythe impradicabiiity of folitary confinement or labour in the 
prefent Gaol. And we do further beg leave to obierve, that having in vain tried 
to find out a houfe fuited .for an extenfive and complete Bridewell, we have recom- 
mended'it to the Magiftrates of the Head Office of Police to avail tliemfelves of the 
provilions of the T9th fedion of the Police Ad, and call upon the Grand Jury of 
•the City of Dublin to prefent a fum of money for building a new Bridewell upon 
the moft 'approved modern conftrudionj the advantages of having fuch a place of 

• confinement are too palpable and univerfally known to require recapitulation j many 
■wretclies now living a burthen upon the ftate in loathfome dirt and torpid idJenefs, 
who at the expiration of their confinement will be turned out (feme perhaps after 
waiting in vain for years for ‘the means of conveyance to their deftined place of 
■ tranfportation) without friends, without charader, without money, and without 
habits of induftry, calculated only by their half-naked and half-familhed ftate to 
:ftiock the humanity of the piffenger, and extort a cafual charity, would, had there 
been a proper Bridewell, 'have acquired habits of induftry and morality, and been 
■ufeful menibers of that fociety.-co which at prefent they can only be an expence and 
a difgrace. 

Plans of this kind have 'Hitherto failed from the parfimony of the grants, and 
the want of avigilant, intelligent,. and humane fuperintendance; the former we truft 
and hope will not be the cafe at prefent, and the Houfe of induftry and Boys Peni- 
tentiary afford proofs that the lattef Is not unattainable ; in the meantime, and until 
• fuch ,a building could be completed, the'Governors of the Houfe oflnduflry have 
kindly and humanely offered to undertake the fuperintendance of the. Bridewell in 
Smithfield which adjoins the Roys Penitentiary, in cafe a fum of money fhall be 
granted for procuring the proper implements and necelfaries for induftry, and open- 
ing the communication for the convenience of the I'nfpedlors between the two Peni- 
tentiaries-; an eftlmate of the expence of which we have recommended the Magif- 
trates. of the Head Office (after they (hall have had a communication on the fubjeA' 
with the Governors of the Houfe of 'Induftry) to have immediatelyprepared to lay 
•before the City Grand Jury. 

■We have the fatlsfadliion 'to' ftate, that fince the day of our infpedion many of 
•the nuifanccs complained of at the'Sheriffs Prifon .(particularly the dirt-hole) and 
at the other Prifons, have been removed, 

-All which we-do humbly fubmit as our Report. 

We have the honour to be, 

yourobedient Serva'nts, 

'Nathaniel Hone. 

W. H. Archer. 

John Smyth. 

William Long, 
James Blacker, 




•58 
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—No. 8.— 

Copv of a, Letter from SirEdward Stanley, High Shcritf of the City of Dublin to 
the Right Hon'”' W. W. Pole. 

Sir, Stephen’s Green, 30th November 1809. 

I HAVE received your communication of the 21ft inftant, and it having fallen to 
my duty to execute the orders therein contained, I have. the honour to acquaint 
you that I loft not a moment in paying the ftriftetf attention to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant’s commands. 

Previous to my anfwering the feveral paragraphs in detail, allow me to obferve 
for his Grace's information, that the Reports of the Cominiflloners for enquiring 
into Prifon abufes, and of the Juftices of Police, were made previous to our enter- 
ing into office, and that although we had not feen the Reports alluded to, yet my 
brother Sheriff and myfelf .were anxioufiy employed in endeavouring to redrefs and 
to reftify fuch abufes or grievances as we could, by the moft conftant inveftigation, 
difeover. 

We feel moft forcibly the benevolent intentions of his Gxace in the judicious 
inftruftions which you have imparted to. us, and requeft that you will affure his 
Grace that no exertions will be wanting upon the part of my brother Sheriff or 
myfelf, in carrying into effeift in the fulleft extent the orders of government; which, 
at the fame time that they are effentially calculated, to -relieve the unfortunate 
prifoner, ftrongly evince that they have been diftated by the foundeft judgment, 
and ftridteft conformity to the principles of Juftice. 

Firft. The clafffication of prifoners I find will be attended with much difficult]’’, 
from the nature of the buildings of the refpective Prifons . under our controul; 
in Newgate however, it will be much facilitated by the removal of the female convidts 
to the Penitentiary, which will enable me to appropriate the part of Newgate at 
prefent occupied by females, to the younger and lefs criminal part of the male 
prilbners; a meafure appearing to me to be moft effentially neceffary, as there are. 
at prefent in confinement feveral boys, who by being removed from the more 
hardened and depraved part of the prifoners, might be reclaimed and become ufeful 
members of fociety. 

The claffificatiqn of prifoners in the Sheriffs Prifon is a matter which I confider 
could not be effected ; nor do I apprehend it is of fo much confequence as the 
feparation of prifoners for criminal offences. 

Second. The only room which could be fet apart for Religious communication in 
Newgate according to its prefent conftruftion, is the prefent chapel, which is fo 
difficulc of accefs and fo remote from the felons fide of the Prifon, that much 
trouble and delay would arife in private communications between the prifoner and 
‘Chaplain; however, Divine fervice is regularly performed there on Sundays, at which 
the prifoners attend. 

Third. We are endeavouring to enforce every'poffible regulation as to the cleanli- 
nefs of Prifons, and a prefentment, wl'.ich has juft been obtained for making a new 
fewer in the Sheriffs Prifon, will in a great degree remove the principal caufe.of the 
dirt of th't Prifon; however, as the fum prefehted is extremely fmall (only £. 32.) 
I beg leave to fuggeft the expediency of an inrirnation fo the Paying Board to afford 
fome affiftance in making the fewer in quefUon, which I apprehend they may do, 
confidering it as a public fewer. • I have already obtained an Order from the Pipe 
Water Committee to alter the- fuppiy of pipe water to the Sheriffs Prifon, which 
will effetftually remove the evil compl.ained of by the Commiffioners on that head. 

Fourth, With refpeft to-the 4th order I beg leave to obferve, that 1 have com- 
municated tlie purport to the keepers of the Prifons, who have reported to me the 
impracticability of removing the fcntinels from within the Prifons until fome ma- 
terial, alterations are made in the buildings and walls to enfure the fecurity of the 
prifoners. 1 iiave however to add, that 1 have given diredlions for an alteration to 
be made in Newgate, which will be done at a fmall expence, and which will enable 
me to lemovc i::e guard from the interior of that Prifon during the day whilft the 
prifoners are at large, and will only require it at night when the prifoners are locked 
up, -and ’’When no communication can take place between the guard and the 
prifoners, which I fuppofe is the objedf intended by this order. 

.Fifth. The rooms required by this order have been appropriated as ciireifted, 

a 
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a prefentraent has been obtained yefterday for the expence, and the alterations are 
•now actually carrying into effect. 

Sixth, rhis' order fhall be regularly and duly enforced. 

Seventh. The ftridt enforcement of this order, fo far as it applies to the Sheriils 
Prifon and City Marflialfea, would be attended \vith the moll calamitous confe- 
quences to 'many of the prifoners; the under-letting of parts of rooms is not of the 
lead emolument to the keepers of thofe Prifons, and it appears to me to have been 
only done where -one prifoner is in pofieffion of a room and bed of his own, and 
who accommodates his fellow prifoners at a daily or weekly rate with a ffiare of his 
bed and the ufe of his room, which, if it was not the cafe, it would frequently occu'r 
that an unfortunate prifoner, however rcfpedable, would be obliged to remain in 
the common ball without any bed with the lowed order of prifoners : this is how- 
ever a point which I confider vrordiy of ferions confideration, and which I will ndt 
■ftridtly enforce until I receive the further pleafurc of his Grace. That part of the 
Commiffioners Report to which this refers, relative to Mr. Crofton, I have thought 
it my duty to corredl, and the evils complained of have been removed, although. I 
feel confident that the hardfhip was only an apparent one, the removal of which 
will be attended wit-h worfe cbnfequences than the tack permidion of the evil would 
have been. 

Eighth. From the^condrudlion of the privies in Newgate which are within the 
walls, it becomes abfolutely neceflary. that the dirt of the Prifon each day fliould be 
thrown into the dirt-hole connedted with each privy, otherwdlc, from the want of 
extenfive fewers, it would be impoffible to remove the excrement; I have how'ever 
diretded that roach’lirae ftiould be condantly thrown into thofe privies, which will 
effeftualiy prevent any ofFenfive fmells from them. 

Ninth. With refpedl to the permiffion of a moderate and well regulated tap in 
the civil Prifons, I beg leave to refer you to the Petition of the prifoners in the 
Sheriffs Prifon Vv^hich I had the honour to hand to you, and to the obfervation of 
the Conimiflloners upon that fubjedt (page, 25). 

Tenth. I have according to this order, applied a room in the Sheriffs Prifon to 
the purpofes. of a common hail, but I think it right to obferve that as there is net 
any gaol allow'ance 'of any kind for this Prifon, there is no fund out of which 
neceflaries can be procured for this hall; and that particulaily with refpedl to coals 
and light, the lower order of prifoners reforting to this hall are in a moil diftreffed 
.fftuation, as there is not any means which 1 can difeover, according to the exifting 
laws, by which they can be obtained. 

Eleventh. As this order particularly applies to my brother Sheriff, myfelf, and 
Mr. Nugent the Subflieriff, w'e tliink it neceflary to acquaint you that we went 
before the Grand Jury with the keeper of our Prifon, and proved upon our oaths 
.refpedtively, upon examination by the Grand Jury, that no fum w'hatever has been 
taken, or will be taken by us diredliy or indiredtly, for the appointment of any keeper 
of any Prifon. 

Twelfth. The Prifons under our controul are whitewallring- conformably to this 
order. ^ 

Thirteenth. I have not been able to difeover the taking of what is called garnifh 
money, nor do I fee any means of preventing it, as if fuch a thing dOes'exifl: it is a 
fecret bufinefs between the prifoners, and which I am not aware Ofany power in us 
to punifli. ^ 

Fourteenth. Few if any of the Prifons, from their crowded ftate, afford any 
facility for the prifoners working at trades, but fo far as it can be done this order 
ihall be carried into effed ; I mull however remark, that in the criminal Prifons I 
’do not find the leafl propenfity to .work. This mofl: defirable objetfl can only be 
obtained, in my humble apprehenfibn, by the eflablilhment of an extenfive Bride- 
well, as well for male as for female prifoners. 

Fifteenth. The anfwer of the 9th order is more forcibly applicable to this, and 
I fliould be happy to receive your further inftrublions upon this point previous to 
my flriclly enforcing a law, which would moil certainly convert a civil Prifon, which 
1 apprehend w'as only intended as a place of fecuriiy, into a place of the moft fevere 
.punilbment. 

Sixteenth. I have not been able to difeover the permiflion of any unlawful 
-game within the Prifons. 

Plaving fo far replied to the fcveral orders which you have given, I beg leave to 
.add, that fome points appear to me to be particularly defirable relative to Netvgate 

and 
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.and-tEc-Sherifrs'Priron j id. That all tranfports from country Prifons, indcad' 
being font to Newgate ftiould be commuted to Kilmainham, which is more healtlw 
and commodious; and that ail convicts for tranfportation in all Pnfons (hould be 
feat off as expcditioully as polTible, as it often occurs that- the greater part of the 
feven years is paffed in Prilbn before they arc- fliipped? and the period of the fentence 
only commences irom the day they are put on board ; and with ref{>cdt to . the Sheriffs 
Prifon, that all pxiibners lying over from one term to another Ihould be.' remanded 
to the Marflialfea, which is the degai place for .their confinement, and-w.hic-h, with 
the propofed. addition (and a.fimilar arrangement relative to the committal of countrv 
. debtors to Kijmainham) will be 1 truft iiifEcient for the purpofe. The total aboli- 
tion of prifoners fees is a matter of too mucli-cojifequence for me to comment.upoa; 
-but certain . I am, that gaol allowances to^perfons confined merely for their fees, 
.-conftantly amount, to a much greater fum ■upon theTublic than if they were- to have 
. paid the .fees in the firft, ioftance. I (hall only add, that the benevolent -and per- 
- Ibnal exertions -which you have, made in the .attainment of a Reform of Prifon 
Abufes, have already.been.attended with the moft.beneficialconfeque.nces, and muft 
in the end produce the.moft defirablc effeff. -I beg you will excufe this hafty reply, 
; which my public avocations and the carrying ..into effedt. the ..Lord. Eieutenanfs 
-w.iflies, have prevented me from making more corredt. 

.1 have thef-honouT-to'bej 
Sir, 

.Your moll obedienthumble'Servant, 

{Right Hon W..W. Pole, -.Edward-. Stanley, 

6cc. &c. &c. --HighSheriff City of Dublin. 



— No. 9. — 

■'Copy of a Letter from-the'Right.Hoh’'^' W. Wellefley’Pole'to: the 'Sheriffs 
of the. city of-Dublin. 

Gentlemen, ’'Dublin-Caftle, -5th'' December' 1809. 

The infecurity and crowded ftate of the gaol of Newgate, and the repairs which 
-are required to be made therein, rendering-it’ nece-ffary to' remove feveral of tire 
'convidis to-aaotherTrifon- until fuch repairs are made, and proper- med-fures taken 
for the-'better Security of the- Gaol ; and the -Sheriff of the county of Dublin having 
' confe'nted-to receive thofe-convidts into the gaol- of Kilmainham for fuch time as 
fliall be neceffary for the-purpofes mentioned, L a-m commanded by the Lord'Lieu- 
'tenant,. to fignify his Grace’s defire '--that ^ you will cau-fe .the thirty-two convidts 
named in the enclofed lift, to be removed to the gaol at Kilmainham, and delivered 
•into thecu'ftody of the Sheriff of the Gounty-of-Dublin. 

I have,..&c. 

Sheriffs, of the City of 'Dublin, .(Signed) W. Pole. 

&c. .&c. &c. 



— No. 10. — 

* Copy of a 'Lettef from the Lord Chief Juftice Downes/ to the Right Hon’’** 
W. Wellefley Pole. 

Sir, Dublin, 14th December i8o9. 

A SEVERE -illnefs, which commenced' before the term ended, and- has not yet 
ceafed, has prevented me from fooneranfweringyoufletter which! had the-honour 
to receive on the 18th of November, together with the copies- of the -Report of 
the Commiflioners appointed to enquire into the condition . and government of 
the State Prifons and other Gaols in Ireland; and alfo of the Report or the 
• Police Magiftrates of Dublin. 

I have read thofe papers with great attention, and am fully • fatisfied that the 
;.Rcpori of the ^Commiffioners of Gaol Enquify has brought to light many abules in 

■the 
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tLc management of the Gaols of Dublin, well deferving the utmoiT: exertions of all 
thofe in whole power it raa3' be to remedy them, abuies which, although fome of 
them were rufpeaed by the judges of the Court of King's Bench to exift, were 
never brought judicially before them j and even now that the Report of fo rcfpedlabie 
a commilTion hasreprefemed thefe abufes, and fhewn their exiftence, the Court 
•cannot, where it is a queftion of punifliment of individuals for antecedent mal- 
pradtice, proceed by their own authority on the grounds of that Report to inftitute 
enquiry with a view to puntlhmcnt, without a precife charge brought before them in 
fome ordinary mode of legal complaint againft the pcrlons whole conduifl; that 
Report has developed ; and 1 apprehend that if it be thought proper by His Majefty’s 
Government for the fake of a lalutary example, that proceedings Ihould be taken 
in order to bring to punilhment any of the perfons whole co-ndudt in that Report 
appears reprehenfible, and to call for profecuiion, it would be proper that thofe 
papers fliould with that view be laid before His Majefty’s Law OlTicers, who in con- 
lideration of the circumftances of the particular cafes, and of the evidence which 
can be produced to lupport tiie accufation, will determine on the courfe fit to be 
taken with each. 



But although fuch is the opinion I entertain with refped to cafes that may 
appear to call for puniQiracnt, and in which the reft of the Court concurs, yet as 
there are many other matters contained in your letter, to which his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant was defirous of diredting the attention of the Court, I laid your letter 
before the other Judges of the Court, in order to confult with them on the beft 
mode of effedting the important objedt which his Grace has in view. 

And I beg leave to oblerve, that fuch of the matters ftated in your letter, and in 
the Report of the Comrniffioners,as have been heretofore brought to our knowledge 
from time to time by the Report of the Infpedtor, or by complaints of individuals, 
have always received the fulleft confideration from the Court, and in the inftances 
where fuch matters have been brought before us, have according to their nature 
either been ftrongly prefled on the Grand jury to redlify, or have been the fubjedls 
of the orders of the Court, or of individual Judges, who have frequently found it 
needfary perfonally to vilit the Marlhallea, Newgate, and the Sheriffs Prifon. 

As I had not the honour of your letter until the term was far advanced, there was 
no opportunity of making the matters it contained fubjedb for the charge to the 
Grand jury on the firft day of the term, fo far as thofe matters were connedlcd witli 
their duty ; Mr. Juftice 0 -Iborne (who charged the Grand Juries on account of the 
jndifpolition of Mr. Juftice Day) was not, before I had the honour of your letter, 
apprized of the matter contained in either of thofe Reports; but on laying before 
my brethren your letter, we were of opinion it would be proper that thole matters 
which it contained, and which bore upon the duty of the Grand Juries, and in which 
their co-operation was neceflary, Arnold be particularly detailed to them from the 
Bench, and that they ftiould be urged to exert therafelves in remedying the exifting 
mifehiefs as far as their powers extend ; and with refpeft to others of thofe matters, 
with which the Grand jury were not fo competent to aid tlie wife views of his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, that we fliould ourleives aft in fuch manner as appeared 
likely to us to be moft effeftuai for that purpofe. 

Accordingly on the firft day that the Grand Jury could be afterwards aflembled 
in Court, Mr. Juftice Ofborne did at confiderabie length very earneftiy prefs upon 
them the ncceffity of attending to the ftate of the Gaols, and the accommodation of 
the prifoners, fo far as the law enables them to provide for the fame, and particularly 
enforced upon them the propriety and necefiity of their making proper provifion for 
the chapel of Newgate, and of preparing and providing hofpitals, and the proper 
fupply of bedfteads, bedding and blankets in all the Gaols under their jurifdiftion. 
Mr. Juftice Ofborne alfo deferibed from the Report of the CpmmilTioners, the con- 
dition of the Sheriffs Prifon, its grofs defeft of cleanlinefs and want of repair. He 
alfbobferved to them the negleft of duty in the Surgeon of Newgate, not with the 
expeftation of their being able, in their then charafters of Grand Jurors, to give an 
effeftuai remedy to the public in this refpeft, but becaufe the Grand Jury of the 
city being compofed of Aldermen and others Members of the Corporation, it was 
thoughf proper that they fliould be made acquainted with the faft of the negleft of 
that officer, who is appointed by the Corporation of the city, and his falary paid by 
the prdentment, not of the Term Grand Jury in the Court of King’s Bench, but of 
the Grand Jury of the Quarter Seffions of the city. 

The Grand jury were aUb informed of the faft reported by the Comnilflioners of 
58. D the 
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the -gaokf of Newgate (an officer alfo eleftecl by the Corporation) being obliged 
10 pay from his falary an annuity to the widow of his predeceffor, and the probable 
conlcquencesof fucli pradtice were Rated to them ; and with refped to this circum- 
ftance, I have the fitisfaftion to mention, that the Grand Jury informed us that no 
fuch compaft exihs with refpedt to the prefent gaoler of Newgate, who is in full 
poirdfion of his whole falary. Trefliam Gregg, wh.o was gaoler at the time of the 
enquiry by the Commiffioners, is fince dead ; with him fuch a compact did exifl ■, but 
the Corporation have not put the prefent gaoler under any teims of that nature, 
and I truft that no fuch pradice will be repeated. 

In confequence of the ftrong reprefentations made to the Grand Jury by the 
Court upon the fubjed I have mentioned, I have the fatisfadiun to Rate that the 
prefentments for thofe objeds have been much more liberal than ufual, the leveral 
fums prefented by the city Grand Jury during the late term, for neccflaries, medi- 
cines, bread, coals, Rraw, beds, and balding, and repairs for the leveral Prifons pro- 
vided by the Grand Jury of the city, appears to amount lo‘£. 3,41 6. 3. i. 

The county Grand Jury have alfo made ample provifiun for the wants of the 
gaol of Kilmainham. 

As to fuch of the matters which his Grace the Lord Lieutenant has been pleafed 
by your letter to dired the attention of the Judges of the Court, to be pointed to, 
and concerning which we conceived that we could receive no aid from the co- 
operation of the Grand Jury, there being no documents which could be laid before 
them as legal evidence to ad upon, we thought it right to endeavour to prevent a 
repetition of the mifehiefs particularly alluded to in your letter, and for this purpofe 
we called before us in the chamber of the Court the Sherifis of the city of Dublin, 
and Rated to them Rrongly the abuie committed by the former Sherifis, by receiving- 
a rent from the gaoler of the Sheriffs Prifon, and Rated to them that Rich an ad 
would fubjed them to the penalty of . 500. and that I underRood it to be the 
determination of His MajeRy’s Government, tliat thofe who had been guilty of that 
offence fliould be profecuted, and the penalties incurred enforced. We cautioned, 
them Rrongly againR this pradice, w'ithouc however thinking it right to put any 
queRion to them that might lead to the crimination of themielves, if in fad they are 
guilty ; they told us they were fully apprized of the law on the fubjed, and offered 
to make affidavit, if we fliould defire if, that they received nothing whatever out of 
the gaol or from the gaoler. 

1 alfo fent for the Subffieriff, as it appeared in the Report, that in former cafes 
this pradice was carried on through the Subffieriff) and gave him a fzrailat caution 
with that which I had given to his principals, when he folcmnly affured me, that he 
has received nothing whatever from the gaoler for his appointment. 

With refped to the rents of rooms payable by prifoners in Newgate, I do not 
find any Ad of Parliament to warrant the taking of any, but a ufage has ]>revailed 
as long 1 believe as any knowledge of the Gaols of Dublin can be had, of p-.rlbiis- 
who have accommodation better than ordinary in the civil and criminal Gaols, pay- 
ing what is called rent for it. On this fubjed I can readily conceive, that an opinion 
different from mine may be entertained by many witli refped to the police and 
juRice of allowing rent in any calc to be paid in a Prifon, iuid jiurticulai ly in a Prif.m 
ibr perfons charged with or ' convided of crimes j it may be faid with colour .f 
Tcafon, that a man committed and detained againft his will, ought not to be muJe 
to pay any thing for fuch accommodation as he is furniffied with, but tlsis levels- 
ail men who have the misfortune of being imprifoned, and of neceffity it they are 
put precifely on a level, it will be the level of the loweft. No man is exempt from 
the poflibility of being imprifoned; a criminal charge, though faiie, may be made 
under fuch circumRances againR the moRrefpedabie and raoR opulent, as that lie 
may be held in cuftody till trial; and many inRances have occurred and do and 
muR frequently happen, where perfons far above the loweR condition of life are 
convided of mifdemeanors, for which they are fentenced to be impriloncd ; if 
fuch, though willing and abundantly able to pay for accommodation (better than 
the Public do or can provide in Gaols for the genera! defeription of prifoners, who 
are of tlie loweR clafles in the community) cannot be provided with ic, but ffiall be 
mixed with perfons of the loweR defeription and forced to aflbciate with them, it 
will be a great and cruel aggravation of their punifhment, and this muR be the 
conRquence if no diRindion of apartments fhall be eRabliflieJ in Gaols; and if 
there be a diRindion of apartments in which the gaoler lhall not feel himfelf legally 
intercRcd and allowed to charge for, there is great leafon to fear that he will be 

enabled 
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enabled to ufe his authority in difpofing of fuch apartments in a way that fliall often 
not only exrort fio.ai the unfortunate prilbner whatever the gaoler chufes to exad, 
but alfo fupprefs even the complaint of exadion. In my opinion, and the other 
Judges of the Court agree with me in it, it is beneficial to the Public that there 
fliould be gradation of accommodations in the different Gaols, to be paid for by 
priloners who are furnilhed with them, and the falaries and other emoluments of 
the gaolers in Dublin are fb fmall, chat it feems not unreafonable that this mode of 
compenfating them Ihould be continued. The Parliament of this country certainly 
adopted this principle with refped to the Marflialfea, and it Teems equally applicable 
to both civil and criminal Prifons. 

To obvia.te the extortions of the gaoler, fuch accommodation as the prifoner 
be fumidied with iuperior to that of the lowell claffcs (who thould be exempt 
from charge) ought to be at a fixed rate, and it fliould be in the power of the 
prifoner to afeertain readily the price he is chargeable with; we have therefore 
thought It right to dired the local Infpedor and the Inljiedor General to vifit the 
Gaols of Newgate and tire Sheriffs Prifon, and to return to us a liR of fuel) rooms 
as nray be found capable offurnillring accommodation of different deg rees, to annex 
what appears to (hem a reafonable weekly rate for each parncular room, and when 
that return ffall be made (if we flrall approve of itj we propolc to make an order 
for the marking on every door the number and price of tiie room, and to have a lift 
of fuch numbers and prices kept in the office of the Clerk of the Crown of the 
Court of King’s Bench to prevent any alteration, and a fimilar lift to be kept by tlie 
local Infpedor, who on his vifits to the Gaols will be direded to fee that the num- 
bers and prices fliall not be defaced^ or if they ihould be fo, that they fliall be 
reftored. ^ Phis meafure we propofe to refbrt to as a temporary expedient, to con- 
tinue until Parliament fliall think fit to order fome other regulation to be adopted, 
and we propofe applying it both to Newgate and the Sheriffs Priibn. 

With refped to the underletting of rooms by the prlfoners themfelves, • it is an 
evil which may be produdive of great extortion, and ought to be fupjireffed ; and 1 
have already ordered the Marfhal and the keeper of Newgate and of the Sheriffs 
Priten to put a ftop to the pradice, and they iball all of them be furniflied as Toon as 
the numbering and priceing of the rooms fhal) be completed, with an order of the 
Court in writing to fufFcr no perfon to occupy any room that he does not immedi* 
a.tely hold from the keeper of the Prifon, and at the price fixed in that lift, and 
marked on the door; and that as foon as it ffiall be difeovered that any prifoner has 
parted with the pofleffion of any room or part of a room to another, both fliall be 
removed from the poifeffion forthwith, and the room difpolcd of to fom^ other 
prifoner; andjihat in cafe two or more are difpofed to fliare a room between them, 
they muff; communicate their delire to the keeper of the Gaol, who is to receive 
from eacli the due proportion of the price to be fixed; but that on no account 
fliall one prifoner be allowed to make any bargain with another for the poireffion of 
any room. 

We propofe alfo to make it part of our order, that in the difpofal of rooms by the 
Marflial and the keepers of Newgate and the Sheriffs Prifon, women prifoners 
(who are few in compr.nfon of men) who are able and willing to pay for the accom- 
modation of rooms, fliall in all cafes of the vacancy of a room, be preferred to men, 
and fliall if there be more than one woman defirous of having the fame room, have 
the option of rooms with refpedt to each other according to their feniorily as pri- 
loners; and among the men prifonei's, (liar the I'enior prifoner fliall always in the 
choice of rooms be preferred to a junior prilbner ; and we propofe alfo to afeertain a 
depofit of two or tiiree weeks rent to be made with the keeper by each prifoner on 
being admitted to the ufe of a room, and to permit the keeper to remove a pri- 
foncr from luch room when the depofit ffiall be exhaufted, unleis before the depofit 
lliail have been lb exhaufted by the fixed rent of ttie room, a renewal of the depofit 
fliall be made; and in cafe a prifoner ffiall be difeharged from cuftody while any 
part of luch depofit fliall not have been exhaufted by the occupation of the room at 
the rate fixed, then the keeper to account to the prifoner for what fliall remain of 
the depofit, reckoning the rate by the day, if the difeharge fliall not have taken 
place exactly at the end of the week. 

With refpect to the unoccupied cells of Newgate, we have alfo given pofitive 
orders to the gaoler to make a proper diftribution of the prifoners into thofe cells, 
as weil as the reft of the Gaol, and to the Infpeflor to enfotce that order,, and to 
report to us every term how ft fliall be obeyed. 

• We 
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We have alfo given particular direftions to Mr. Dejoncourt the infpedor, and a 
written order for his future direftion with rcfpcct to the matters ot his report each 
term, as we perceived in the report of his evidence before the Commiffioners of Gaol 
Enquiry, that he had obferved material circumftances tvhich he did not think in- 
cumbent on him to -report to the Court, and we have reafbn to believe that this 
officer is elefirous of executing his duty properly, and have every hope that he will 
obferve the cautions communicated to him. 

In that written order, we hiave diredled him to make his report to the Court of 
King’s Bcndi on the Efldign day of term, infteacl of the 6rft fitting day of term, 
hy which means the Court will have time (previous to meeting the Grand Jury) lo 
fee the ftate of the Prifons, and to know what matters may particularly call on the 
Judge who charged the Grand Juries for notice. 

We alfo dire^ the InfpedVor to report particularly as to the T Regulations in 
the Act 26 Geo. III. chap. — to fee that they are pofted in the Prifons, and report 
how they have been obferved, and the caufes, if there Ihall be any, for the non-obierv- 
ance of any of them ; and as the Grand J ary, in order to enable them to prefent for 
the repairs of any Gaol within their jurifdiction, muft be previoufly furnilhed with 
an eftimate of the neceflary expence on oath, and have no authority to compel any 
perfon to make an eftimate or fwear to its truth, we diredt the Infpedlor on his vifits 
to examine the ftate of the buildings compofing the Gaols, and on finding any 
repairs neceflary or otlier matters for the fupply of the wants of the Prilon, either 
hiinfeif or hy fome perfon more competent, to have fuch repairs and other matters 
eftimated with the view of their being verified by the oath of the perfon eftimating, 
and laid before the Grand Jury for prefentment. 

We diredi him alfo to report to us any circumftances of mifcondudl which he 
fhali obferve in the goalers or in any of their officers, and in general, all fuch mif- 
mianagemcnt as he ffiall find himfelf unable thoroughly to prevent or reform. 

Thefe, Sir, are the fteps which we have thought it right to take at prefent upon 
the matter I'uggefted to our attention by your letter ; and in order as far as may be 
to forward the benevolent intentions of the Lord Lieutenant, we fhall from time to 
time, as occafion Ihall ofler. take fuch other meafures as flrall appear to us likely to 
promote the amelioration of the Prifon fyftem in this country. 

But although the Report of the Commiffioners of Gaol Enquiry has developed 
many abufes and defefts in that fyftem, not before brought to our knowledge and 
obfervation, I cannot flatter myfelf with the hope that the Court of King’s Bench 
tan remove them all in any period of time ; the Commiffioners have truly remarked 
ill their Report, that their “ enquiry has led more to the' difeovery of general 
“ grievances arifing from the bad conftrudtion of Prifons, the imperfeift execution 
“ of the laws for regulating the fame, and the defefts in the exifting legiflative pro- 
“ villons as to tlie quantum of funds which the feveral Grand Juries are authorized 
“ to prefent, in order to provide neceflaries for the Prifons, than to the proof of 
“ particular inftances of individual hardihips and oppreffion.” With relped to 
the imperfeifl: execution of the laws for regulating the Prifons, fo far as matters (hall 
be brought before us on fuch documents as we can aft upon, 1 think I can allure 
his Grace through you, Sir, that no exertion of the Court of King’s Bench fhall be" 
wanting towards obtaining every benefit for the public in the improvement of the 
Prifon fyftem that lliall be in their power to perform, but unqueftionably much 
\vili ftill remain for Parliament to effeft upon this fubjeft ; the alteration of the con- 
ftruftion of the Gaols, or building new ones, if that meafure (which the Commif- 
floners apparently upon good reafon feem to pr.-fer) fliall be adopted, and the powers 
of granting, through the Grand Juries, more liberal fupplies for the neceffities of the 
Gaols, will call for the interference of Parliament. 

The infufficiency of the prefent Gaols of the city of Dublin for accommodating, 
arranging, and claffingthe prifoners in fuch way as the exifting laws require, ftrongly 
appears on the evidence reported by the Commiffioners ; if Parliament ftiall think 
fit to adopt their fuggeftion, a new Gaol inftead of the prefent Gaol of Newgate will 
be wanting, and T am forry to obferve, that (iich neceffity Ihould have arifen within 
27 or 28 years after that Gaol has been finiilied, at an expence of 14,644. raifed by 
prefentment, for fts original conftruftion and fur repairs fince, exclufive of money 
granted by Parliament for that objeft. I’he Grand Juries of that time, as the Grand 
Jury of the late term informed us, endeavoured to procure the execution of it in the 
beft manner they could ; and for that purpofe, the overieers appointed by the prefent- 
ment, employed Mr. Cooley, an Englilh architeft then employed by Government 
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in tlieir works ; and tlie late Grand Jury in a reprefentation they made to the Court 
on the laft day of iaR term, Rate that they think, that with proper internal regula- 
tion of the prifoners, that Gaol, though deficient in feme modern improvements, 
may be made a ufeful, fecure, and commodious Prifon for the number it is calculated 
to contain ; and they in that reprefentation impute the mifehiefs found to^ exitt in 
that Gaol, and the dirty tlate in which it appears to have been kept, to its being 
left crouded for years with felons from all parts of Ireland fentenced to tranfportatioh j 
and they exprefs a ftrong with, that the Government would carry into eSeft the 
fentenecs of thofe convids, which (as they ftatc) would at once relieve the Gaol from 
the exccfiivc crowd, and the people of Dublin from the heavy expence of their 

maintenance. . r i o i c xr 

This reprefentation of the Grand Jury as to the fufficicncy of the Gaol ot New- 
gate, does not feem to agree with the opinion formed by, the Commiffioners ui>on 
the evidence before them, and on their perfonal infpedlion ; thofe Commiffioners 
feem of opinion, that the prefent Gaol of Newgate is, from the badnefs of the place, 
and infufliciency of its fixe, incapable of fuch improvement as will make it poffible 
fo to arrange and clafs tile prifoners as is clefirabie, and indeed as is required by law, 
and from its fituation, furrounded by ftreets, incapable of enlargement. I do not feel 
myfclf competent to decide whether, if the meafure fuggefted by the Grand Jury, of 
ipcedily fending off the convifts who are under rules of tranfportation fliould be 
adopted, it would fo completely remove the exifting mifehiefs as the Grand Jury 
leeni to think. I am flrongly inclined to think that even if that very dcfirable ob- 
jeft were efleded, there would ftill be very great objeftions to the prefent Gaol of 
Newgate as pointed out by the lleport of the Commiffioners, although unqucftionably, 
if the number of prifoners were lb far reduced as they would be by fending oft' the 
tranfpoits, the evils exifting in that Gaol would be much alleviated. And I take the 
liberty of fuggefti ng for his G race's confideration, that at prefent, and for many' yeai s 
paft, the county of the city of Dublin have had thrown upon them an expence which 
is alluded to by the Grand jury, of the maintenance of the felons ordered for tranfpor- 
tation from all parts of Ireland, many of whom have been fome years in Newgate, it 
would (if it be praaicable) be very defirable that thefe convias fliouid be more fre- 
quently fent off, fo as not to be fnffered to accumulate in fuch numbers ; and if there 
exift difficulties in that refpea which cannot begot over, it would in myapprehenfion 
be very praaicable, and perfcaly juft, to have the cxpence of their m.aintenance during 
the time they remain m Newgate before tranfportation, proportionably charged on 
the fevcral counties from whence they fliall be tranfmitted, and where they were 
conviaed, and an account might be made up annually by the Inipeaor General or 
local Infpcaorof Dublin, fiiewing the fum which each county ought to refund to 
the Treafurer of the county of the city of Dublin for fuch maintenance ; but to 
effea this, the aid of Parliament will be neceffary ; and poflibly it might be thought 
a better, and it would certainly be a limpler mode, if the Government lliould (as it 
is a matter affcaing the whole Hand) lake upon them the furnifliing the expence 
for the maintenance of the convias when colleaied in Newgate for the purpofe of 



trampui liiuuu. 

On the fubjcdl of Newgate I beg leave further to obferve, that as from the nuni- 
ber of convias at all times contained in it, who have been removed from the various 
counties of Ireland, it may be confidcred in fome degree not merely the Gaol of 
Dublin, but a national Gaol; it ajipears to me to be reaf'onable, that in cafe it fliall 
be thought advifable to build a new Gaol for fimilar purpoles, the whole of the 
expence fliould not be thrown upon the city of Dublin, who liave fo lately built 
this Gaol, and fince that time the Sheriffs Prifon, and the Moufeot Correaion in 
Smithfield, thofe three Prifons having coft the inh.abitants of Dublin above 
/. 30,000. but that a very confidcrable portion of the expcnce fliould be borne by 
the other parls of the country; and if it fliall be thought right that the county of 
the city of Dublin fliould pay any given proportion of the expeiice, I lubmit it to hi! 
Grace’s wifdoni, whether the, object may not be much fooner obtained by an Adt of 
'Parliament enabling' the Government to build the Gaol, and afeertaining inch pro- 
portions of the expence (if any) as Parliament ffiall think ought to be borne by the 
county of-the city of Dublin, and direa:ing the Grand Jury to.prelent fuch fum each 
term as. will in the'courfe of foiir or five years or mote, amount to fuch charge as 
fliall be thought fit to be impofeH on the county of the city, and to be refunded to 
His Majefty’sTrdafury. Some expedient to’effedt this objed in lels time than it will 
be pradicable to .raife the.rhoney by prefentment is manifcfUy Deceffiary, for the pre- 
58.. • . ' ' .E 
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fent Gaol, although To inluEcient in fize, took eleven years to build, and a new one 
of competent fize would probably take many more if effefted by prefentment. And 
I beg leave to obferve, that the Corporation of the city of Dublin did in the year 
1775 reprefent to Parliament by a petition, that they hoped this Gaol (for which 
the Grand Jury had then prefented money) would be confidered by Parliament as a 
national objeEi., and the Petition prayed aid from Parliament. 

This petition was ordered to lie on the Table; nothing was done on it then, as it 
appears to have been prelented -on the laft day of the ScEon, and very Eortiy before 
tlie prorogai ion, 

but in the f(.>llowingSeEon 1777, Parliament granted 1,000. towards the build- 
ing of Newgate, but wiiether any fubfequent grants for that purpofe were made by 
Parliametit, 1 have not yet had an opportunity of difeovering. 

1 lie Gland Jury ot the !aft term alfo reprefented to the Court, that moft of the 
nuihinccs exilfing in the Sheriffs Prifon a>‘e owing to its being made a place of per- 
manent con.finen.enr, contrary to the original intention of erefting that Prifon, which 
was built for the purpofe ol aboiilhing fpunging-houfes, by providing a fecure place 
lor confining peribns arrefted until they lhall be removed to the MarEalfea. 

In that flatement the Grand Jury have accurately delcribed the puq)oie for which 
the Sheriffs Priion '.'.'as built, and have aEgned the true caul'e of much of the mif- 
chiet that has been difcloied by the Report of the CommiEoners to have exilfed 
•there ; it is a ceitain fatfl., that fonie of the prifoners have remained for years in the 
Sheriffs Prifon, and many liave continued there long after the writs on which they 
were arrefted iiave been returnable. This circumftance arifes from the miferable 
.condition lha^^he Marftia-llca has been long in, and the dread which the prifoners feel 
of being fent there. The prifoners who are arrefted by the Sheriff uniformly prefer 
remaining in the Sherifis Prifon to being removed to the Maiihalfea, their creditors 
are farisfied with their being in the Sheriffs cuftody, and the keepers of the Sheriffs 
Priiba willingly undertake the refponfibility of their fafe cuftody, on account of the 
profit.s they obtain from it ; lb that there are comparatively very few writs of Habeas 
•Corpus fued out to remove prifoners from the Sheriffs Prifon to the Marfltalfea; and 
1 think it probable that this will continue to be the cafe until the MarEalfea Eall- 
be enlarged, or a new one built of fuEcient dimenfions to accommodate all the pri- 
foners ot the Four Couits, and kept in better condition than the prelent Marlhal- 
iea appears for fome time paft to have been in. In cafe of fuch improvement being 
made, the priioners from the Sheriffs Gaol may then be removed to the Marthal- 
fea, and the Sheriffs Gaol applied folely for the purpofe for which it was intended, 
the .fofe cuftody of prifoners arrefted by the Sheriffs until their writs are returnable, 
and for that purpofe it is probably fuEciently larger but it would be an adt of great 
I'everity on the prifoners in the Sheriffs Gaol to remove them to the MarEalfea in 
its prefent ftate, where they could not be accommodated, and that againft their will, 
w hile their creditors do not defireit, and the Sheriffs are willing to keep them. 

There are ftill other parts of thisfubjedf which, when the plans of his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant for the improvement of the Gaol fyftem in Ireland fliall be fome- 
what more advanced, it may be material to advert to, but my letter has already 
gone into a much greater length than 1 vvilhed or intended. I have therefore only to 
add, that if in any thing I can aid the benevolent views of his Grace, I Eall at all 
limes be happy to receive his commands. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

with the greateft refpedlr, 
your moft faithful humble Servant, 

The Right honourable, William Downes. 

W. W. Pole. December 14th 1809. 



— No. 1 1. — 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon*'”® W. Weilefley Pole, to T. and 
W. Kemmis, Efqrs. Crown Solicitors. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Caftle, 20th December 1809. 

I SEND you herewith, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, 

A copy of the Report from the CommiEoners appointed to enquire into the 
condition and government of the State Prifons and other Gaols in Ireland. 

A copy of the Report of the Magiftrates of Police in Dublin, on the ftate of 
the Gaols and Bridewells within the diftrid of the Metropolis. 

And 
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GAOLS IN IRELAND. 




And his Grace defires you will lay the fame before His Majefty’s Attorney 
Deneral in a proper manner, for his opinion, Whether any and what profecutions 
ought to be inftituted againll any and what Perfon, on account of the matter's 
Hated in the laid Reports, or in either of them ? 

I have, &c. 

T. and W. Kemmis, Efqrs. (Signed) fV. IV. Bole. 

Crown Solicitors. 



,(Circukr.) 



No. 12.— 



■Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon"' W. Wellefley Pole, to the Lord 
Chief Jufticc, Sm. &c. &c. and ihe other Judges. 

'My Lord, Dublin Caftle, 6 th February iSior 

. I kw comrnanded by the Lord Lieutenant to inforni your Lordfnip, that the 
■able and judicious Report of the Commiffioners appointed to enquire into, the 
Hate of the Prifons in I-reland, has been taken into his Grace’s moft lertous con- 

Jideration. , t t -n 

It appears.-that many of the evils detailed m that Report are fuch as the Legifla- 
■ture only can remove; for this pui'pofe a draft of a bill has been prepared by his 
Grace’s orders, which I mean to fubmit to the confideration of the Houle of 
Commons at an early period of the prefent Seffion. 

It is however the determination of the Lord Lieutenant that no improvement in 
the Hate of the Ptifons, or amelioration to the condition of the prifoners., which can 

be warranted .by the exifting ftatutes, Ihould be omitted. , . i- 

With this view feveral decifive meafures have been already adopted under his 
Grace’s orders in .the Prifons of Dublin, and his Grace trufts that under the diredion 
of the Judges on the next .circuit, the attention of every Grand Jury throughout 
Ireland may be anxioully turned to this interefting fubjed ; and I am commanded 
,to defire that your Lordlhip’s confideration may be more immediately direded to the 

Firfl:.^ The Hate of the feveral Piifons as to fize, airinefs of fituatlon, ventilation, 
.cleanlinefs, and fecurity againft the inclemencies of weather. . 

Secondly. The fupply of medicines and other neceffanes for the kick, and ot 
ftraw beds, bedHeads, bed clothes, provifions, fuel, and water m the feveral 

^"^Thhdly. The rules by law eftabliChed for the interior of Prifons, and how far they 

are obferved. ^ ■ , u. j -c 

Fourthly. The accommodations and encouragements tor induitry, and the 
ryfl-em, if any, for the promotion of health, order, and perfonal cleanlinefs amongft 

'''Frftlih”'''^ The punifhment of all Iiifpedors, gaolers, and other perfons employed 
in or about any Prlfon, who fiiall appear to have been guilty of any mifcondua 
or negleft of duty, by the redudion or ftoppage of their falaries, or if ncceffary, 

by more .rigorous proceedings. 

Sixthly. The ftate of Religion in the. feveral Prifons, both as to public worfiiip 
.and private admonitions, and the accommodations for each of them. 

To thefe vout Lordlhip will naturally add fuch other topics of a like tendency as 
vour own experience -and judgment may fugged, and when the whole arall be 
Lpreffed on the minds of the Grand Juries by the weight and anthonty of the 
Bench, his Grace, even under the prefent imperfed^ fydem of our Pnfon Laws, 
looks forward with confidence to a remit highly gratifying and ufetul. 

I have, &c. 

Sight Honourable (Signed) W.W.Bslc 

The -Lord Chief JuIHcq, 

.&c. &c. &c. 
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